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THE SAUCERS ARE BACK 


The thousands who believe that 
there is “something funny” about fly- 
ing saucers and that their interpreta- 
tion by the Air Force is a device to 
conceal visits paid to the earth by in- 


terlopers from another world will de- | 


rive much satisfaction from what Life 
magazine has to say about the subject. 
We had thought that with the publica- 
tion of the Air Force’s report on Proj- 
ect Saucer in 1949 we had heard the 
last of these visitors, but the tale was 
too fantastic to die. After all, the sea- 
serpent was with us for decades, and 
it took several years before the Loch 
Ness monster was buried. Who created 
the myth of Visitors from another 
world it would be hard to determine 
at this late date, but whoever he was 
his name deserves to go ringing down 
the years as that of a romancer who 
deserves to sit at table with Sir John 
Mandeville. 

Life’s account of, the saucers reveals 
nothing new. Free balloons which are 
equipped with lights and from some 
of which aluminum foil dangles to re- 
flect radio waves account for nearly 
all that believers in spaceships from 
another world think they saw. Because 
there are a few apparitions that are 
not easily explained ás unmanned bal- 
loons that can rise to an altitude of 
100,000 feet it does not follow that 
spaceships of the kind that abound in 
the pulp magazines devoted to scientif- 
ic fictidn have been cruising in our 
atmosphere. Back of all these tales of 
saucers is a certain satisfaction that 
science hasn't all the answers to all 
the questions raised by the saucers. 
The late Charles Fort, who spent years 
in collecting accounts of hailstones as 
big as boulders, frogs and snakes that 
fell from the sky, strange objects that 
hurtled through the air just like flying 
saucers, would have been delighted 
with this surrender to the romancers. 
Meanwhile we suspect that most ‘peo- 
ple will continue to bet on science. 


LT 


Balloon Project Men See 
Strange ‘Aerial Objects’ 


By The United Press. 

MINNEAPOLIS, April 11 — 
Pilots and engineers at the Gen- 
eral Mills balloon experimenta- 
tion projéct said today they have 
sighted “aerial objects of unde- 
termined origin” over Minneso- 
ta and Wisconsin. 

The objects were seen by J. 
J, Kaliszewski, supervisor of 
balloon manufacture for the 


aeronautical research labora- 
tories, and some of his cCoO- 
workers. 

Mr. Kaliszgewski said he first 
saw -the strange aerial objects 
on Oct. 10, 1951, ten miles east 
of St. Croix, Wis. He said he 
was in an experiment balloon 
with Jack Donaghue when the 
object, showing a “peculiar 
glow,” came in at a slight dive, 
then leveled off and slowed 
down, He said the object final- 
ly went into a sharp left turn 
and, climbing “with terrific ac- 
celeration,’ disappeared. 

The next. day, he said, he was 
up in a balloon near Minneapo- 
lis with Richard Reilly and they 
saw two more. He said the first 
one had a “halo around it with 
a dark undersurface.” 
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happen to mean the surrender Of any 
chance of German freedom to the 
Soviet Union, so much the better for 
the Communists and so much the worse 
for us. The offer has been made. 
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IF YOU OWN A DOG 


Dog owners have a particular reason 
this year to make certain that they 
obtain licenses for their pets. The new 
Metcalf-Hatch Law, effective July 1, 
will permit the state or city Health 
Departments:-to requisition and turn 
over to accredited laboratories and in- 
stitutions any unlicensed, unwanted or 
unclaimed animals that have~been im- 
pounded. 

But, since licensed dogs cannot be 
seized for laboratory use, a li 
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indiscriminate erection of billboards” 
should be prevented, but he stopped 
well short of urging complete abolition. 
Apparently ag time went on-he began 
to have real doubt that even the “regu- 
lation” that he hoped for would be 
passed. For he reinforced his original 
request with two special messages. In 
late February he reported a 'well- 
organized lobby” at work against pro- 
posed bills. In mid-March he inter- 
vened again, denouncing “preposterous 
and dishonest” statements being made 
to sabotage control. 

Since automobile owners are paying 
for the Thruway with fees, they rather 
than the property owners near-by are 
the people to please. They want un- 
despoiled scenery; they want no dis- 
tractions that impair safety. If they 
get something less than this, the Thru- 
way Authority will find itself exceed- 
ingly unpopular, The motorists are 
buying highway, not billboards. 
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PICKETING LIMITATIONS 


A State Supreme Court decision | 
bearing on picketing rights of ‘labor 
unions, handed down by Justice Henry | 
Clay Greenberg, has apparently opened | 


the way for some important tests if, 
as seems likely, the case is carried to 
the Supreme Court. The ruling was 


made in a suit brought by Goodwins | 


Department Store to enjoin an A. F. L. 


retail clerks union from picketing its | 


retail store on Fulton Street, Brook- 


lyn, Dismissed once by a lower court) 


on the ground that the store was en- 


gaged in interstate commerce and that | 
therefore, the proper remedy lay in the | 


federal courts and a federal agency 


(the National Labor Relations Board), | 


the case was appealed. While the 
lower court’s view was affirmed by the 
Appellate Division, it was reversed by 


the Court of Appeals last October and | 
Justice 


then upheld 
Greenberg. 


recently by 


The latest ruling is that an injunc- 
issue because a minority | 
union was attempting to coerce ah em- | 


tion may 


ployer to perform an unlawful act by 
picketing his establishment. The rul- 
ing pointed out that the Court of Ap- 
peals had held it to be a violation of 
a state law to attempt to ¢oerce an 
employer to sign a contract with a 
minority group when to submit to 
such coercion might itself regult in an 
unfair labor practice by the pmployer. 
If claims are also made by a rival 
union, as in thig case, the Court ruled 
that there certainly was coergion| | 

Counsel for the enjoined unio dis- 
agreed emphatically, holding the puling 
to be dangerous for organised jabor, 
and indicated he would take it to the 
Supreme Court. 

Two questions are involved in this 
ruling: (1) Are cases of the type ad- 
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Flying Saucers Again 
y “ 


d| 
It Is Still Doubted That They 


Are Other-World Visitors 


When the Air Material Command at 
Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, published 
its report on Project Saucer in 1949, 

| most newspaper men regarded it as 


4 final and relegated the “saucers” to the 


limbo where the sea serpent and the 
Loch Ness monster repose. Out of this 
limbo Life magazine drags the saucers 
again, chiefly to emphasize the possi- 


by interlopers from another world. 
The Messieurs H. B. Darrach Jr. ana 


reveal nothing new. 
Force may admit that it is not easy 
to explain all the apparitions known 
as “flying saucers,” it declines to ac- 
cept the hypothesis that they are 
manned by visitors from another world. 

The lack of critical ability of Dar- 
rach and Ginna is shown by their ready 
acceptance of the report that Kenneth 
Arnold presented in 1947—a report in 


which he maintained that he saw a | 


chain of ‘“saucerlikefthings” approach- 
ing Mount Rainier at a speed of 1,200 
miles an hour. No doubt Arnold saw 
something—in fact, he is the man who 
launched the flying saucer saga—but 
no human eye can tell what is flashing 
past at 1,200 miles an hour at a range 
of twenty-five miles. It always arouses 
suspicion when observers, even honest 
observers like Arnold, are able to give 


bility that they are space ships manned | 


Robert Ginna, authors of Life's piece, | 
Though the Air| 


planet the visitors would have to ove’ 
come the gravitational clutch of t) 
earth, which means that an “esca; 
velocity” of seven miles a second mu 
be attained. Such a velocity is not i 
possible, but the prospect of achievin 
it on earth in ouritime is not bright. 

It is significant that tales of the f)) 
ing saucers began to circulate in 19 
just when a new; plastic balloon, wii 
a diameter of one hundred feet wh’ 
fully inflated, was sent up, freight« 
with automatic truments to reco! 
cosmic rays. The number of credib 
reports of flying [saucers that came i 
agreed roughly with the number o 
balloons released /thereafter. 


Full of Balloons 


It is also significant that the air i 
full of unmanne@ balloons these day: 
Sounding balloghs and radar-targ: 
balloons are cate | up by the Weath« 
Bureau to reco atmospheric cond:- 
tions. Some of the balloons carry ligh'. 
that glow steadijy or blink rhythmic- 
ally. The radar-farget balloon dangl 
aluminum foil from a frame, and th 
foil gleams brightly in the light of : 
sun that has sunk below the horizon 
Sometimes t&es. unmanned balloon 
are released in succession. 

There are a lozen explanations o. 
the flying saucers, and they are a! 
considered in the report of the Ai 
Force on “Project Saucer.” Free ba! 
loons, the planet Venus glowing bright - 
ly in the afternoon at some seasons 
vertigo and self-hypnosis to which air- 
plane pilots are subject and the wish tù 
believe in the scientifically incredibi 
account for 99 per cent of what ha 
been seen. Because a remainder of 1 
per cent cannot be explained, chiefly fo: 
lack of sufficient information, it doe 
not follow that visitors from anothe: 
world have been keeping an eye on u 
of late. 


| Cold Light 


| 
Phosphor Is Made to Glow When 
Agitated by Electric Current 


| 


A new source of illumination by 
which materials are made to glow with 
cold light when an electric current 
passes through them was listed among 
a number of important recent advance 
in scientific research before the Chi 
cago section of the American Institut: 
of Electrical Engineers by Dr. C. G 
Suits, General Electric director of re- 

| search. 
| The new source of lighting is accom- 
| plished with an effect known as “elec- 
| troluminescence,”’ which was discovered 
in 1986 by a Frenchman, Destriau. 
| The effect can be obtained with a piece 
of glass coated with a transparent but 
electrically conducting film, over which 
is placed a layer of powdered phos- 
phor, such as that which glows in a 
fluorescent lamp. On top of this is a 
metallic film, so that the phosphor is 
| sandwiched between two conducting 
layers. When these are plugged into 
an electric circuit, the phosphor glows 


the exact height, size and distance of| with cold light. 


an unfamiliar ofect in the sky. 


What Wasn’t Seen 


Then there ig the tale that Capt. 
Clarence S. Chiles and Co-pilot John B. 
Whitted of Eastern Air Lines told of 
“a bright glow” and a “long rocketlike 
ship” that startled them on July 24, 
1948. No one doubts that Chiles and 


As yet, this kind of lighting is not 
efficient, says Dr. Suits. Two General 
| Electric scientists recently reported 
| that single crystals of the phosphor 
| may be made to yield many times as 
| much light as the powder—an indica- 
| tion that there are ways of improving 
| the output of light from the new 
| source. 
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Whitted saw something. But Darr 
and Ginna say nothing about what t 
passengers in the airplane failed to si 
They were questioned by either Chi! 
or Whitted. Only one passenger h: 
seen anything—a streak of light th 
came and went in a flash. If Chiles ar | 
Whitted could agree that their appari- 
tion was a “wingless aircraft one huin- 
dred feet long, cigar-shaped and abou’ 
twice the diameter of a B-29 with n 
protruding surfaces and two rows | 
windows” it ig astonishing that the si: 
gle observant passenger saw only 
streak without shape or substance, 


Descriptions Differ 


The observers of saucers do not agi 
on what they hye seen. They descri 
their apparitions, as disks, fuselag 
like those of airplanes but witho 
wings, and intengely bright lumino 
globes, which may well have been fi: 
balls like those described in books « 
astronomy and meteorology. It is n 
likely that the engineers of anoth 
world would dispatch to the earth cra 
of such diverse shapes, sizes and a 
pearances. To get back to their hon 
planet the visitors would have to ove 
come the gravitational clutch of t! 
earth, which means that an “esca: 
velocity” of seven miles a second mu 
be attained. Such a velocity is not i: 
possible, but the prospect of achievin 
it on earth in our time is not bright 

It is significan that tales of the fl: 
ing saucers began to circulate in 19 
just when a new; plastic balloon, wii 
a diameter of one hundred feet wh: 
fully inflated, was sent up, freight: 
with automatic instruments to reco: 
cosmic rays. The number of credib 
reports of flying ‘saucers that came i 
agreed roughly with the number o 
balloons released thereafter. 


Full of Balloons 


It is also signjficant that the alr i 
full of unmann balloons these day 
Sounding balloghs and radar-targ: 
balloons are seng up by the Weath: 
Bureau to zien: | atmospheric cond 
tions. Some of thé balloons carry ligh 
that glow steadily or blink rhythmi: 
ally. The radar-farget balloon dang): 
aluminum foil from a frame, and ti 
foil gleams brightly in the light of 
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There are a jozen explanations « 
the flying saucers, and they are a 
considered in the report of the A 
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‘Flying Saucers’ Sighted I 
MIDDLETOWN, Pa., June 23 , 

n| (UU P)—Several “round and silver | 
n|flying saucers” and “cigar-shaped”’ 
9|objects have been reported flying 
ulihigh over Jersey Shore, Pa., an 
8|Air Force officer said today. Capt. 
d/Arthur S. Lloyd of the Olmsted Air 
-|Force Base here said Army Capt. 
‘Harold Hermann and his wife re- 
»|ported seeing a “round and silver 
i-|Saucer - like object flying fast 
r.jacrosg the heavens about 6 P. M. 
d last Thursday.” Two other persons | 
saw flying objects. | 
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